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FAQs from the NWGLDE

... All you ever wanted to know about leak detection, but were afraid to ask.

Do All Implementing Agencies Recognize NWGLDE
Listings as Acceptable?

Q. When a leak detection method is listed on the
NWGLDE List, does that mean it can be used in
every state?

A. Once a leak detection method or piece of equip-
ment is listed on the NWGLDE List, the decision as
to whether it can be used in any state is solely up to
each implementing agency. Many states recognize
an NWGLDE listing as fundamental to acceptance
in that state, but just because a method or piece of
equipment is listed does not automatically mean that
an implementing agency will or must accept its use.
The decision to accept any method or piece of equip-
ment is a policy decision and the NWGLDE does not
make policy decisions for any implementing agency.
The List maintained on the NWGLDE website (www.
nwglde.org) was created by the NWGLDE to fulfill
our mission. Our Mission Statement summarizes
the role of the Work Group as follows:

* Review leak detection system evaluations to determine
if each evaluation was performed in accordance with an
acceptable leak detection test method protocol;

* Ensure that the leak detection systems under review
meet EPA and/or other regulatory performance stan-
dards, if applicable;

* Review only draft and final leak detection test method
protocols submitted to the Work Group by a peer review
committee to ensure they meet equivalency standards
stated in the EPA standard test procedures;

® Make the results of such reviews available to interested
parties.

Implementing agencies are free to use the List of
Leak Detection Evaluations (or not use it) as they

In this LUSTLine FAQs from the National Work Group on Leak Detection Evaluations (NWGLDE), The NWGLDE discusses how accep-
tance of leak detection equipment may vary in different implementing agency jurisdictions. Note: The views expressed in this column
represent those of the work group and not necessarily those of any implementing agency.

see fit. Indeed, some implementing agencies main-
tain their own lists and establish their own restric-
tions or conditions that govern leak detection
approval and/or operation in those jurisdictions.
Acceptance of, and any conditions established to
meet leak detection requirements in any jurisdiction
state, tribal or local, is at the sole discretion of that
implementing agency. The NWGLDE List does not
replace, substitute for, or supersede any regulatory
authority, because the Work Group is not a regula-
tory body and the List is not a regulatory document.
Information contained on the List may be used by
the implementing agency, but ultimately tank own-
ers are held accountable to the rules and enforce-
ment authority of the implementing agency and not
to the Work Group or the List.

If you wish to know if a certain leak detection sys-
tem or test method protocol is acceptable within
your jurisdiction, you will need to contact your
local implementing agency to determine if they rec-
ognize the leak detection equipment and protocols
included in the NWGLDE list. B

About the NWGLDE

The NWGLDE is an independent work group
comprising eleven members, including ten state
and one USEPA member. This column provides
answers to frequently asked questions (FAQs) the
NWGLDE receives from regulators and people in
the industry on leak detection. If you have ques-
tions for the group, contact them at questions@
nwglde.org.
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